WD Dates & Times: 

©) Matinee, 2:30 p.m., Wednesday, March 14 
Evenings, 8:00 p.m., Wednesday and 
Thursday March 14 and 15 

Place: 

May Treat Morrison Auditorium 


Speaker: 
Dr. Margaret W. Conkey 


March Meetin 


Subject: 
“Paleolithic Art and Design” 


Hear more about the subject of ice age art 
with our guest speaker this month, Dr. 
Margaret W. Conkey, Assistant Professor of 
Anthropology at State University of New 
York, Binghamton and a Postdoctoral Fel- 
low at University of California, Berkeley. 
Her slide-illustrated presentation will give 
you an overview of many prehistoric art- 
forms found throughout Southwestern 
Europe — cave paintings, molded and 
carved figurines, bas-reliefs and engraved 
bones and antlers — and will explore the 
various interpretations of their meanings. 


The lecture focuses on what is known about 
the social context of these prehistoric artists 
and how their art fits into the evolution of 
human symbolic behavior. In addition, Dr. 
Conkey covers topics such as Paleolithic 
art as a decorative system, as a reflection 

of other aspects of daily life and as a source 
of meaning for prehistoric human life. 


Dr. Conkey has worked as an archeologist 
for 15 years, doing extensive field work in 
the Franco-Cantabrian region of South- 
western Europe, among other sites. She re- 
cently earned a Ph.D. from the University 
of Chicago and is currently continuing re- 
search on engraved bones and antlers from 
the Upper Paleolithic era. She is also work- 
ing on a book on Paleolithic art. 


Special Exhibits 


Vogelherd Horse, world’s oldest sculpture 
@A. Marshack, 1972 


Ice Age Art, the first comprehensive exhibi- 
tion of the art and symbol of Cro-Magnon 
man ever presented in the U.S. or Europe 
continues through August in Lovell White 
Hall. 


With more than 200 works including sculp- 
tures and artifacts, photomurals of cave 
paintings, carvings and engravings, the 
show sheds new light on the culture and 
capacity of the earliest Homo sapiens of 
Europe. Cro-Magnon man appeared ap- 
proximately 35,000 years ago living as 
hunter/gatherers during the Upper Paleo- 
lithic period of the last Ice Age in Europe. 
Though we have no knowledge of the lan- 
guage from this early period, no myth or 
stories and, therefore, no “‘history’’, the 
beautiful and sophisticated works of art tell 
us of great skills, of the ability to solve dif- 
ficult technical problems and to make im- 
portant inventions. These artworks, which 
include images of men, women and animals 
as well as abstract signs and symbols, 
document a keen observation of nature and 
indicate the presence of music, self-decora- 
tion and the decoration of tools, and of a 
rich ritual, ceremonial and symbolic life. 


One of the highlights of the exhibit is a 
magnificent 26-foot painting depicting 
some of the lifelike bison on the famous 
Altamira cave ceiling in Spain, which has 
been called the ‘‘Ice Age Sistine Chapel” 
for its spectacular painted animal images. 


Another exhibit on the art of Cro-Magnon 
man features the work of artist Douglas 
Mazonowicz. Using the silkscreen tech- 
nique he has made accurate renderings in 
texture, size and color of prehistoric art 
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from the caves of France, Spain, Central 
Sahara and North America. Approximately 
30 of these prints are on view through the 
summer in The Hand of Man exhibit in 
Cowell Hall. 


Aboriginal Irian is the subject of Man in 
Essence, an exhibition featuring works by 
the late photographer Laurens Hillhouse, 
continuing through March 31 in the Atholl 
McBean Gallery. Also included in the dis- 
play are art objects such as war shields, 
masks, ancestor figures and other artifacts 
collected by Hillhouse during his cour- 
ageous exploration of this almost inaccess- 
ible region of West New Guinea. Sur- 
rounded by vast swamp and jungle areas, 
the Irian tribes survive as food gatherers 
and fishers, ritual headhunters, wood sculp- 
tors, master oarsmen and believers in the 
power of ancestral spirits. 


Catch a glimpse of behind-the-scene activi- 
ties during March when the Living Arts Pro- 
gram spotlights some of the Academy’s 
exhibits and research departments. Events 
and displays will be hosted by staff mem- 
bers in the Wattis Hall of Man. 


Saturday, March 3 

1 to3 pm 

Entomology Department staff members will 
display specimens from the Academy’s in- 
sect collection — the largest in the western 
region of North America! — and will de- 
scribe how they are collected, prepared 
and researched. 


Saturday, March 10 

1 to3 pm 

Tony James, Curatorial Assistant of the 
Ornithology and Mammalogy Department 
will show you some colorful specimens 
from the Academy’s Mexican and North 
American bird collections and will describe 
their preparation and the uses various re- 
searchers have made of them. 


Morrison Planetarium 


Laserium 


And now for the kiddies ... The Morrison 
Planetarium proudly presents Magic Sky, 
an all-new sky show designed especially 
for children — pre-school through first 
grade. Presented within a story-telling for- 
mat with tape recorded segments narrated 
by Sesame Street’s Bob McGrath, the show 
provides a basic introduction to the ‘‘magic”’ 
of the planetarium environment and gives a 
look at the day-night cycle of the sky. In- 
cluded are stories and songs about the 
moon, sun and constellations. 


Magic Sky will be presented at 11 a.m. on 
the first Monday of each month for the re- 
mainder of the school year. Admission is 
50¢ per person including adults. School 
groups must make reservations in advance 
by calling (415) 221-5100, ext. 271. Indi- 
vidual families are also welcome. 


Pianetary Odyssey, the Morrison Plane- 
tarium’s daily sky show through April 22 
takes you to the fascinating worlds of our 
solar system. Journey from the mysterious 
cliffs of the inferno-planet Mercury to the 
frozen wastelands of distant Pluto. Visit the 
planet with more than a million moons and 
yet another whose core is hotter than the 
surface of the sun, and more. 


You can see Planetary Odyssey each Mon- 
day through Friday at 2 p.m. or on week- 
ends at 12:30, 2 and 3:30 p.m. Evening 
shows are each Wednesday and Thursday 
at 7:30. 


Join the more than 6 million spectators who 
have seen the cosmic laser light concert 
each Friday, Saturday and Sunday in the 
Morrison Planetarium. “The Best of Laser- 
ium’, a show where vivid color images are 
set dancing to music against a background 
of stars, can be seen at 7:30, 9 or 10:30 p.m. 
on Fridays; at 5, 7:30, 9 or 10:30 p.m. on 
Saturdays; and at 5, 7:30 or 9 p.m. on Sun- 
days. Admission to all performances is $3.25 
and advance tickets are available at BASS 
outlets. Remaining tickets go on sale at the 
planetarium box-office one-half hour-before 
show time. Members are reminded that this 
is not a regular planetarium attraction nor 
are your membership passes usable for this 
attraction. Call 752-4264 for more informa- 
tion on ‘The Best of Laserium”’. 


Inside the Academy 


Docent Recruiting Begins... A special in- 
vitation is extended to all Academy mem- 
bers by the Docent Council which is now 
seeking applicants for its fall training class. 
Docents lead guided tours for school groups 
in various Academy halls and participate in 
a wide variety of Academy and school- 
related activities. 


The Basic Course, which prepares trainees 
for touring North American and Simson Af- 
rican Halls, will begin in mid-September 
and continue through April with holiday 
breaks. This college level course in verte- 
brate biology is directed by Dr. Robert T. 
Orr, Senior Scientist at the California Acad- 
emy of Sciences, with lecturers drawn from 
Academy staff scientists and San Francisco 
State University faculty members. This re- 
warding opportunity is open to Academy 
members willing to serve three mornings a 
month for two years after completion of the 
training period. Gentlemen are especially 
welcome and needed! Tuition, which in- 
cludes a training manual and other course 
material, is $50. Four units of upper division 
credit through the Extension Division of 
San Francisco State University are available 
for an additional fee. 


The Docent Council will be accepting ap- 
plications and conducting interviews now 
through May. There will also be an oppor- 
tunity for applicants to observe docents at 
work in the exhibit halls and to visit San 
Francisco classrooms with the Supervan, 
the Docent Council’s successful outreach 
program that brings natural sciences to 
West Bay Area classrooms. 


Join the 130 active docents now serving the 
Academy in this worthwhile project. For 
further information and an application call 
the Docent Office at 221-4214, Ext. 254. 


Education 


and Travel Notes 


Enter a Snake and Watch a Jig 
Once again, they'll be off and wiggling at 
the second annual St. Patrick’s Day Snake 
Race at Steinhart Aquarium on Saturday, 
March 17 beginning at noon. Enter your 
own pet snake or borrow one from Stein- 
hart Aquarium’s stable of winners. Of 
course, no poisonous or dangerous 
snakes will be allowed. Staff members 
who register snake racers will be the 

final authority on the question of snake 
eligibility. 


There is no entry fee nor advance regis- 
tration needed to enter a snake. Prizes 
will be given to the owner of the fastest 
snake and a special prize will go to the 
owner of the snake with the most clever 
name. 


During the race and between heats, 

Academy herpetologists will be on hand 
with some interesting snake specimens 
and will be able to answer all your ques- 
tions about snakes. 


Following the race, Patricia Kennelly and 
her students from the School of Irish 
Dance will entertain with traditional Irish 
jigs and music in the Central courtyard. 
Call the Academy at 221-5100 for more 
information. 


Basic Techniques in Nature Drawing: 
Emphasis on Form and Color 

March 15-May 31 (twelve Thursdays) 
7:00-10:00 p.m. 

By popular demand we are repeating this 
course by Grant Schar, art instructor at 
S.F. City College. Little or no experience 
in drawing is required. Our objective will 
be to develop within the student a sensi- 
tivity to form and contour in the observed 
natural world with special emphasis on the 
discipline of color and draftsmanship. 
$55 members, $65 non-members. 


Hawaiian Islands 
March 16-25 


Volcanoes, humpback whales and tropical 
vegetation are study topics that are inter- 
mingled in a fascinating 10-day tour of 
Kaui, Hawaii, and Maui. This Hawaiian ad- 
venture will be led by geologist, Charles 


Chesterman and the cost is $650, plus air- 
fare. For information call Nature Expedi- 
tions International at (415) 328-6572. 


Guatemala & Honduras 

March 31-April 19 

The emphasis of this fascinating trip will be 
on the natural history, native culture and 
Mayan sites of Guatemala and Honduras. 
The tour will be led, for the third time, by 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert T. Orr. Added to this 
intinerary will be a visit to Copan in Hon- 
duras, one of the oldest sites of Mayan 
civilization. Approximate cost $2400. For 
information call Gulliver’s Travel at (415) 
346-4400. 


Alcatraz Island 

Wednesday, April 4 

11:45 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Explore Alcatraz with a National Park 
Service Guide on this Wednesday tour. A 
bus will depart from the Academy at 11:45 
to arrive at the wharf for a short boat ride 
to the island. A park service interpreter will 
lead our group on a two-hour tour of this 
historic prison. Wear comfortable shoes as 
there will be considerable walking outdoors 
and some stairways. Experience first hand 
the isolation and confinement of this unique 
place as we hear what plans the Golden 
Gate National Recreation Area has in store 
for its future. Advance reservations are re- 
quired. Members only. $6 per person. 


Pinnacles National Monument 

Saturday, April 7 

8:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Once again, our popular all-day jaunt to 
view the spring-splendor of this park with 
geologist Charles Chesterman. We will 
leave by chartered bus from the Academy 
in the morning to spend most of the day 
exploring the wildlife, flora, caves and rock 
formations along a non-strenuous hiking 
trail. Dinner accommodations are included 
at a unique restaurant in San Juan Bautista. 
Members only at $25/person. 


Wildflowers and Black Diamond Mines 
Saturday, April 28 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

A rare opportunity to experience the historic 
geology — underground! — of the Mount 
Diablo region. We will leave the Academy 


at 8:00 to arrive at the mines about 9:45 a.m. 
There we will divide into two groups. While 
one is guided through the mines, historic 
cemetary and landmarks, the other group 
will be lead over a 2% mile wildflower ad- 
venture. It isn’t a strenuous walk and by 
reversing the groups following our picnic 
lunch, we will fill an adventurous day! $10 
per person, members only. 


Wildlife and the Sutter Buttes 

Saturday & Sunday, May 5-6 

We had previously offered this trip during 

the winter months as an experience to view 

the many migrant bird species at the re- 

serves. In contrast we are repeating this ex- 
cursion to this northern Central Valley re- 

gion with the magic of spring in the air. 

With the knowledgeable leadership of Walt 

and Rebecca Anderson, we will visit the 
Sutter Buttes, Butte Sink, Gray Lodge and 
riparian areas of the Sacramento River 

with emphasis on observations of wildlife, 

plants and the unique geology of these 

areas. $80.00 double occupancy, $10.00 | 
single supplement, members only. (Accom- 
modations and all meals except two are 

included in this cost). 


The Visible Universe | 
May 15-June 5 (four Tuesdays) 
7:30-9:30 p.m. | 
Join us as we view the constellations and 
planets of the various seasons as seen from | 
San Francisco and other latitudes on earth. | 
During the course we will also learn how to 
use a Star finder, to identify the seasonal 
planets and stars. The yearly motions of the 
moon, tides, the sun and the planets will 
complete our view of the visible universe. 
Taught by Michael Bennett, lecturer for the 
Morrison Planetarium. $15 for individuals, 
$25 for families, non-members add $5. 


Sea of Cortez 
May 5-12 | 
Limited to 22 participants, this cruise on the 
Sea of Cortez aboard the Baja Explorer is 
bound to be a memorable trip for those who 
enjoy the variety of wildlife and natural 
beauties of the desert environment. Cost: 
$695 from San Diego. 

For more information or to make a reserva- 
tion on a class or trip, please call the 

Travel Office at the Academy: 

(415) 221-5100, ext. 211, 215. 
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> Regular Members 


New Members of the Academ 


Dr. Eric Adler 
Miss Jo Ann Aiello 
Dr. Paul Allbright 
Mrs. Patricia Allison 
Mrs. Allen Amsbaugh 
Mr. Howard E. Anderson 
Mr. Walter J. Anderson 
Mrs. Bette Anton 
Mr. Michael J. Antonini 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward M. Aoki 
Miss Ruth Ark 
Dr. Lawrence H. Arnstein 
Mr. Joseph Azalde 
Dr. Michael Baker 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bari 
Mr. David Barnard 
Dr. Charles C. Barnett 
Mr. J. Peter Baumgartner 
Dr. Raiph T. Behling 
Mr. Randy Bellinger 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Benjamin 
Dr. James H. Bennett 
Dr. Neal L. Benowitz 
Mr. Don Bessey 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Bexton 
Mr. Larry A. Beyer 
Dr. Grace L. Blair 
Mr. Earl Blauner & 

Mrs. Linda Marks 
Mr. Donald H. Block 
Dr. Ed Blumenstock 
Mrs. John E. Bodendoerfer 
Dr. Edwin E. Boldrey 
Dr. Beverly Booth 
Dr. Robert E. Bowden 
Dr. Frederick F. Boyes 
Mr. Douglas Braemer 
Dr. George Brecher 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Breiman 
Mr. & Mrs. Randolph B. Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. J. L. Brodkin 
Miss Beth D. Brown 
Mr. Robert W. Buckles 
Dr. Steven E. Bush 
Miss Marilyn Y. Caffott 
Mr. Robert D. Carden 
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Carlat 
Dr. Charles B. Carrington 
Mr. W. R. Carter 
Dr. Winthrop B. Carter 
Mr. Thomas Castle 
Mr. Carlos Enrique Catalano 
Miss Tracey K. Chan 
Dr. Robert M. Charm 
Dr. Michael Chavez-Chase 
Ms. Heidi E. Christiansen 
Jim & Angela Christmann 
Ms. Patricia Chunn 
Mr. Andrew Clemente 
Dr. Helen M. Clyatt 
Ms. Carol D. Commins 
Mr. Bob Conlogue 
Mrs. Helene D. Connelly 
Mr. J. B. Costello 
Mrs. Bettie L. Crandall 
Mrs. Larry H. Culp 
Dr. John W. Curtis 
Dr. Dennis R. Davis 
Miss Shirley DeCuir 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard E. DeMartini 
Mr. Albert Derrick 
Or. Karen Devich 
Miss Betty H. Dewald 
Mr. Mark B. De Witt 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dickerson 
Mr. & Mrs. Milton J. Dickson 
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Dillon 
Miss Susan Diridoni 
Dr. Loren |. Dolman 
Mr. & Mrs. Clarence G. Donahoe III 
Mrs. Margaret Dormeyer 
Dr. James C. Dowdle 
Edward & Constance Dratz 
Mrs. Roberta A. Drumeller 
Mr. & Mrs. William Dukes 
Mr. Richard Dunfey & 

Ms. Marily Mase 
Mrs. Richard J. Dunn 
Mr. & Mrs. Jackson Eaves 
Mr. Robert Eberling 
Mr. Sam Ecton 


Mrs. Ourania Elite 
Dr. T. D. Englehorn, Jr. 
Mr. William H. Falor, Jr. 
Mrs. Elyce Fassbender 
Ms. Ramona A. Ferrara 
Miss Judith Fessenden 
Allan & Joan Fisch — 
Mr. & Mrs. Fritz K. Fleischer 
Ms. Gloria M. Flores 
Ms. Gail A. Fondahl 
Miss Marie Forster 
Mrs. Maureen Foster 
Miss Theodosia Foster-Matthews 
Rabbi & Mrs. Mayer Frenkel 
Mrs. G. K. Freudenblum 
Dr. Stephen Friedkin 
Dr. Emanuel Friedman 
Dr. Karen K. Fu 
Mr. Harry G. Fuller 
Miss Helen K. Garvin 
Marlene & LeRoy K. Gay 
Dr. L. F. Girtman 
Mr. Michael Steven Glander 
Mr. Donald A. Glaser 
Dr. Robert A. Glasgal 
Mrs. Avery M. Goldman 
Dr. Charles A. Gooding 
Mr. Chris Gounarides 
Miss Sara E. Green 
Dr. Ira Greene 
Ms. Janet B. Grossman 
Mrs. B. J . Guerini 
Dr. Martin H. Halvorsen 
Mr. John L. Hampton 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Harrington 
Mr. Matthew P. Harrington 
Dr. Jon Y. Hatakeyama 
Mr. Kevin J. Henker 
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Henika 
Mr. Harold L. Heringhi 
Mrs. Beatrice Hess | 
Miss Rosemarie Hess 
Dr. Gary M. Heymann 
Miss Julie Hiett 
Mr. Steve Holly 
Mr. Jim Holmes & 

Ms. Lynn Sutherland Holmes 
Miss Hing-On HSU 
Mr. Michael Hughes 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald R. Huie 
Mrs. Mary S. Hunt 
Mr. Terry Hutchison 
Dr. & Mrs. Timothy F. Isaacs 
Ms. Darlene Jenkins 
Mr. John Jenkins 
Mr. Lawrence Jernagan 
Dr. David O. Jesberg 
Mr. James R. Johnson 
Mr. Jim Johnson 
Mr. Vinson Johnson 
Mrs. Henry H. Jones 
Mrs. Maureen C. Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. John Jordan 
Dr. & Mrs. John Kao 
Dr. Ronald H. Kato 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Keller 
Dr. Elgin K. Kennedy 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank J. Kenndy 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Kilduff 
Mr. Fred M. Kinney 
Dr. & Mrs. Charles H. Kitchens 
Mr. Wiiliam R. Kitzsteiner 
Dr. Stan Klainer 
Mrs. Muriel S. Knapp 
Ms. Carol Knight 
Ms. Rowena A. Koch 
Mrs. Nina G. Koepcke 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul W. Kraus 
Miss Susan Ann Krelle 
Mrs. Judi Krenn 
Mrs. Deborah Krumm 
Miss Ola Kupka 
Or. Marcus Kwan 
Miss Beatrice Lacoste 
Mr. Craig E. Lahar 
Dr. Robert S. Lane 
Ms. Sharan Lanini 
Mrs. Joan Lee 
Mr. Kelly S. Lem 
Ms. Mary K. Lesoganich 
Ors. James Levine & 
_ Edith Braun-Levine 
Dr. Frank Lewis 


To be continued next month 
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